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unaltered presents many difficulties. So eh coals when pulverized,
rapidly lose moisture in dry air at ordinary temperatures, and if then
exposed to moist air partially regain it.

The original sample should 'be rapidly crushed and quartered
down, avoiding all unnecessary exposure to air. The final sample
can be preserved in rubber sealed -'fruit jars.1*

In preparing the small fine sample for analysis, speed and covered
sieves are necessary. The pulverized material must be kept in
bottles with rubber corks.

Wet samples, such as coal from a "washer/7 may be air dried at
room temperatures until they can be pulverized, but will not then
show, as a rale, the same moisture as the original coal before
wetting; hence, if this coal is to be compared with the coal before
washing, that should be similarly air dried.

Where much work is done special ovens for drying samples are
of great assistance. For description of one used at the Edgar-
Thomson Steel Works, see Blair, The Chemical Analysis of Iron..
